
‘Vortrag’ 
Abstract / paper proposal  
neunzehnte internationale Tagung der Arbeitsgemeinschaft für germanistische Edition (16. bis 19. 
Februar 2022) 

 
Editing as Connecting: Including Writers’ Libraries in Genetic Editions 

 
Dirk Van Hulle 
 
For more than a decade, one of the recurring questions in theoretical debates on digital scholarly 
editing has been the distinction between digital archives and digital editions. In 2006, Peter 
Shillingsburg expressed his skepticism about electronic archives because of the danger of information 
overload: ‘The comprehensiveness of the electronic archive threatens to create a salt, estranging sea 
of information, separating the archive user from insights into the critical significance of textual 
histories’ (Shillingsburg 2006, 165). Kenneth Price (director of the Walt Whitman Archive) reacted to 
this statement by arguing that instead of focusing on ‘the limits of a form still being developed’, we 
might want to focus on ‘the potential of that form’ (Price 2009, §24) – ‘that form’ being the electronic 
archive. Hans Walter Gabler prefers not to speak of electronic archives, but of manuscript editions 
(Handschrifteneditionen). He makes a categorical distinction between text editions and manuscript 
editions, arguing that we are now on the verge of being able to fully implement the consequences of 
this distinction thanks to the digital medium (Gabler 2016). Against this background, the main thesis 
of the proposed paper is that turning a digital archive into a digital edition involves a crucial editorial 
task: making connections. This implies a theoretical model that implements a continuum (cf. 
‘Modelling a Digital Scholarly Edition for Genetic Criticism: A Rapprochement’; Van Hulle 2016) or a 
slider (cf. ‘The Archival Impulse and the Editorial Impulse’; Eggert 2019) between ‘digital archive’ and 
‘digital edition’. The digital archive offers the raw data (scans with transcriptions). This archive can be 
turned into an edition by incorporating and thus fleshing out connections between the raw data, to 
be activated by users if they so desire. Providing these connections is arguably one of the most 
important tasks of the editor. The paper discusses the intricacies of this task by focusing on the 
inclusion of writers’ libraries in digital scholarly editions. The focus will be on Modernist authors, but 
since various authors’ libraries have been preserved across several periods, this topic will speak to a 
broad audience of editors working on works from different periods. The paper can be presented in 
German if the organizational team would prefer that. 
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Dirk Van Hulle is Professor of Bibliography and Modern Book History at the University of Oxford, chair 
of the Oxford Centre for Textual Editing and Theory (OCTET) and director of the Centre for Manuscript 
Genetics at the University of Antwerp. With Mark Nixon, he is co-director of the Beckett Digital 
Manuscript Project (www.beckettarchive.org), series editor of the Cambridge UP series ‘Elements in 
Beckett Studies’ and editor of the Journal of Beckett Studies. His publications include Textual 
Awareness (2004), Modern Manuscripts (2014), Samuel Beckett’s Library (2013, with Mark Nixon), The 
New Cambridge Companion to Samuel Beckett (2015), James Joyce’s Work in Progress (2016), the 
Beckett Digital Library, several volumes in the ‘Making of’ series (Bloomsbury) and seven genetic 
editions in the Beckett Digital Manuscript Project, which was awarded the 2019 Prize for a 
Bibliography, Archive or Digital Project of the Modern Language Association (MLA). 
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